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My favorite philosopher if Aristotle. As a huge fan of Aquinas and Scholastic Thomism, | have no choice. 
Aquinas based his entire philosophy on baptizing Aristotle’s. Criticisms of Plato stem from the idea of Forms. 
The basic idea is that dogness, tableness and redness all exist as concrete entities somewhere. This is 
absurd, since the very notion of forms as individuated in matter is just that: forms only exist concretely when 
individuated in matter (“but what about angels” is a whole other story) (from Spencer): 
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[A] full expression of the backwards way of thinking that infects all philosophy derived from Plato, 
including “rational Christians” (like William Lane Craig), who give life to the maxim that Christianity is 
“Plato for the people.” No, don’t worry, I’m not going to engage in one of those “atheist” debates, in 
which | “own Christians with facts and logic.” Those debates amount to two liberals arguing with each 
other over who’s more liberal. To the contrary, it is logic that needs to be owned! According to Craig, 
we should be in awe of the fact that “pure mathematics’—which, apparently, originated and exists in 
the netherworld of forms—just so happens to align with the real world. This must be God’s work! 


The very evidence that Craig cites outlines how math and logic are *not* pure forms but themselves 
derive from the world, our experience of it, and our power seeking within it. You can stand in awe at 
how Pythagoras discovered that “pure mathematics” miraculously aligns with the sonic consonance of 
an octave. Or you could stand in awe of what really took place—that mathematics is, in fact, beautiful 
because it arose through music. 


Pythagoras discovered math by being a musician, by seeking to create the most elegant mating call— 
and all that implies... (Math, too, is “erotic.” This should not be taken as a criticism of math!) 


There is something to be said for the wisdom of the common man that, while Newtonian physics can 
be explained to anyone, “String Theory” is so Byzantine that no one—except a priestly caste of 
eggheads—can make heads or tails of it. This is true! This folk wisdom demonstrates the degree to 
which the latest in “pure mathematics’—or critical race theory or deconstructionism or whatever—has 
been alienated from the real world and now exists as academic masturbation involving symbols and 
jargon—references with referents. 


Our physical experience of the world—and our domination of the world—*preceded* mathematics, 
which developed as a way of rationalizing this experience. We’re amazed that math and the world align 
because we've overlooked the physical, biological imperative of the “pure” sciences. 


Matthew said, “the last shall be first.” This came from a parable about equal wages, and has been 
taken in a social and political sense—the Judeo-Christian rabble being “chosen,” and thus usurping 
their proper superiors. But “the last shall be first” is the core failing of Platonic (and, yes, Christian) 
thinking. It takes the *last* thing—the rationalization or “form” of experience—and posits it as the “first” 
thing. Christians and Platonists are, in this way, truly backwards. 


This is why Aristotle is essential (from First Things): 
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There is also a very different answer, in which the mathematical realm is a rival to God rather than a 
path to him. According to this view, mathematical objects such as numbers and geometrical figures 
exist not only independently of the material world, but also independently of any mind, including the 
divine mind. They occupy a “third realm” of their own, the realm famously described in Plato’s Theory 
of Forms. God used this third realm as a blueprint when creating the physical world, but he did not 
create the realm itself and it exists outside of him. This position is usually called Platonism since it is 
commonly thought to have been Plato’s own view, as distinct from that of his Neoplatonic followers 
who relocated mathematical objects and other Forms into the divine mind. (I put to one side for present 
purposes the question of how historically accurate this standard narrative is.) 


This is where Aristotelianism can be combined with the Augustinian view | described earlier. For the 
Aristotelian, mathematical entities can be said to exist either in concrete particular objects in the 
physical world or as abstract patterns in the mind (ruling out only Plato’s “third realm”). Now, there are 
infinitely many numbers, infinitely many possible geometric shapes, and so on. No human mind or 
collection of human minds can contain them. But an infinite, divine mind could. Hence, to deal with the 
infinity of mathematical truths and entities that have no instances in the physical world, the Aristotelian 
approach to mathematics can be extended to include the mind of God. Indeed, the divine mind is 
where all mathematical truth can be said to have pre-existed, before it became embodied in the 


material world upon creation or abstracted from matter by finite human minds. 


There isn’t much to say, other than to add the Thomistic view on knowledge. Aquinas said that all knowledge 
beings in the senses, such that anything we know is in some way derived from the senses. What about 
spiritual things? We don’t know them directly, only be analogy to material things. For example, Aquinas 
famously said that we know God through his creatures and creation as a whole. 


We can’t know God directly, nor fully comprehend the idea of infinity or a spirit. This is because a spirit 
contains no matter and cannot be those sensed. For example, we depict angels in art as large bodies 
humans with wings. Angels have neither bodies, nor space nor wings. Yet this is how we chose to depict the 
truth that angels have the ability to simply will to be someplace and arrive there: they travel instantaneously. 
We do this with all spiritual things: we represent love with a heart, justice with a scale and virtue with beauty. 


When Craig says that Math is amazing because it coincides with other various truths, Spencer is right to 
criticism it. Platonists indeed have it backwards. Math is beautiful because it is derived from the Mind of God 
and also because we experience it through the sense FIRST. 
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